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-DESTINY!

"DESTINY! DESTINY! NO ESCAPING THAT FOR
ME! DESTINY! DESTINY! NO ESCAPING THAT FOR
ME!" screams Gene Wilder as Frederick Frankenstein in
Young Frankenstein as he realizes there is no escaping his
heritage...or his future.

Fortunately for us, we don't live in a celluloid world,
our words and fate scripted and ordained by forces outside
our control. But while there is no telling exactly what will
happen tomorrow or the day after, we place our faith in
the words of Martin Luther King, Jr. when he said,

"The arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.

In other words, it seems that our world, as a whole
(and there are certainly more than a handful of notable
exceptions), is growing more loving, caring, and tolerant
with each day. At least that's the thought that helps us get
out of bed most mornings.

Dr. King's "arc of the moral universe" quote was
inspired by American Transcendentalist, reforming
minister, and abolitionist Theodore Parker (1810 - 1860)
who wrote, "I do not pretend to understand the moral
universe; the arc is a long one, my eye reaches but little
ways; [ cannot calculate the curve and complete the figure
by the experience of sight; I can divine it by conscience.
And from what I see I am sure it bends towards justice.”

Yeah, a little verbose. Say what you want about Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. (and most of those things we
would say would be quite positive), but you can't say he
wasn't a great editor.

Same with Abraham Lincoln who, in his Gettysburg
Address ended it with the upbeat and forward-looking,
“..that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth
of freedom and that government of the people, by the
people, for the people shall not perish from the earth.”
Lincoln was no doubt inspired by Parker's remarks from
his "The American Idea" speech given at a Boston anti-
slavery convention. In it, Parker said, "A democracy — of
all the people, by all the people, for all the people..." If only
Parker had been president, maybe he'd have gotten credit.

The first known use of the phrase "The right (or
wrong) side of history” is from Old Egypt, a 1903 book
by Rabbi Henry Pereira Mendes. Mendes wrote, "Nachbi,
whose grandson, like Setur's was destined to make a
name, though not on the right side of history."

While the thought that there is a right and wrong side
of history (presumably the right side being the one that is
fair, kind, and loving), it's important to remember that as
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a famous quote notes, "History is written by the victors."

Ironically, while this quote is often credited to
Winston Churchill, it may have been inspired by the
Nazi's commander-in-chief of the Luftwaffe, Hermann
Goring, who said of the Nazi's and their global ambitions,
"We will go down in history either as the world's greatest
statesmen or its worst villains." Looks like both Churchill
and Goring were right. Although if you really want to be
accurate, there seems to be no known citation for Churchill
or anyone else originating the "victors” phrase. Historian,
playwright, and social activist Howard Zinn calls a phrase
like this a "truism," a "statement that is obviously true and
says nothing new or interesting” (Oxford Dictionaries).

So the point is, if you want to be on the right side of
history—or herstory—create it. If you don't like the way
things are, as Mahatma Gandhi said, "Be the change that
you wish to seeinthe world." Asapracticer of non-violence
and leader of the Indian independence movement from
the British, Gandhi helped India gain its independence.
In the process, he became an inspiration for those seeking
civil rights and freedom around the world.

Go write the right side of history!
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